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Reader, and his special dedications of each sec-
tion of La Boetie's writings may be regarded as,
in a certain sense, anticipations of part of the
noble and touching essay on Friendship. The
dedication addressed to his wife has' been referred
to already. While he was in Paris, engaged in
his labours of affectionate duty to the memory of
his friend, he received tidings of the death of his
first daughter, to whom in his absence his wife
and her father had given the name Thoinette. We
know the precise date of her birth, June 28, 1570.
One of the most precious of the volumes in which
Montaigne's handwriting appears is a vellum-
bound copy, mutilated and injured by damp, of
the Ephemerides of Michael Beuther, published in
the year 1551. Each month of the year, and each
day of the month, receives a special printed arti-
cle, which is so arranged by the printer as to leave
half of the page blank, in order that the owner
might inscribe in the blank spaces his own private
memoranda. Montaigne's copy, first described by
Dr. Payen in 1855,* *s enriched with forty-one
entries in his handwriting and five in that of his
daughter, fileanore. They record, under the
proper dates, births, marriages, deaths, and events
of personal importance, such as the bestowal upon

* Documents inedits sur Montaigne, No.  3,  Paris,   P,

Jannet, 1855. found.
